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PENTRE  MAWR, 

ABERGELE. 

7th  August,  1956. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Abergele  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  herewith  my  report  on  the  health  of  the  residents 
in  your  area  during  1955. 

The  statistics  do  not  call  for  special  comment.  In  any  case, 
they  deal  with  extremes — births  and  deaths.  These  are  becoming 
less  significant.  The  age  of  death  is  being  pushed  back  until  75% 
of  the  people  die  of  diseases  associated  with  old  age.  Moreover, 
death  is  not  a measure  of  health.  My  report  does  not,  because  I 
have  no  exact  information  on  much  of  the  relevant  statistics,  deal 
with  ill  health  or  accidents  or  invalidity.  I do  know  that  school 
attendance  registers  show  an  average  of  150  children  absent  every 
day  during  the  year  from  the  8 schools  in  the  area — about  12^%  of 
school  children  always  “ ill  ”.  (Illness  is  the  only  legitimate  excuse 
for  absence.) 

Early  in  1956,  the  Council  adopted  a “ points  ” system  for 
their  guidance  in  the  allocation  of  houses.  The  Public  Health  Inspec- 
tor or  I visited  every  applicant  resident  in  the  area.  This  task  was 
onerous.  Apart  from  the  merit  of  the  points  system  (which  I regard 
as  considerable),  we  were  enabled  to  see  how  all  the  applicants  for 
council  houses  live.  There  can  be  no  question  of  the  need  for 
more  houses  at  a reasonable  rent.  We  found  many  families  living 
under  most  distressing  circumstances.  I would,  however,  stress 
the  need  for  houses  at  reasonable  rents.  Many  families  cannot 
afford  to  pay  £2/10/-  or  more  in  rent. 

The  Kinmel  Bay  sewer  is  in  construction  and  should  be  in  use 
by  the  time  my  next  report  appears.  I hope  the  sewerage  for  the 
central  part  of  the  area  will  be  in  process  of  overhaul  then. 

In  general,  Abergele  has  a considerable  problem  in  the  drain- 
age of  all  parts  of  its  area. 
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The  Camps  continue  to  be  fully  used.  I am  glad  to  note  the 
increasing  co-operation  of  the  Camp  owners  and  the  consequent 
improvement  of  camp  site  practices.  The  main  nuisance — that  due 
to  sewage  disposal — will,  no  doubt,  have  gone  by  the  1957  season. 

An  Annual  Report,  as  well  as  being  informative,  is  a stock- 
taking. It  compels  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  survey  work 
done  and  work  to  be  done,  and  so  is  a lesson  on  the  needs  of  his 
district.  This  report  shows  that  much  has  been  done  and  that 
much  remains  to  be  done — it  also  stimulates  a desire  for  new  work. 

The  report  shows  how  the  Health  Department  team  has  coped 
with  its  tasks.  I think  I can  claim  that  we  have  achieved  much, 
and  in  this  I must  give  most  credit  to  the  unstinting  effort  of  Mr. 
Frank  Evans. 

I must  also  express  appreciation  of  the  friendly  co-operation 
of  the  Clerk  and  the  Surveyor.  Meetings  of  Council  officials  to 
discuss  policy  have  been  pleasant  and  useful  innovations  during 
the  year. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Wm.  McKENDRICK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

Area  of  district  (acres) 7965 

Registrar  General’s  Estimated  Population  (mid  1955)  ...  7190 

Census  Population  1951  7539 

Rateable  Value £50,458 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £197/8/7 

LIVE  BIRTHS  : 

Male  Female  Total 

Total 47  55  102 

Legitimate  44  54  98 

Illegitimate  3 1 4 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  : 

(a)  Crude 14.2 

(b)  Corrected  15.6 

Comparability  figure  for  birth  rate 1.11 

STILL-BIRTHS  : 

There  was  one  still-birth  in  1955 — a female  child. 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  population 0.14 

INFANT  DEATHS : 

(a)  Under  1 year 2 2 4 

All  the  infant  deaths  concerned  legitimate  children. 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  births  ...  39 

(b)  Under  4 weeks 2 1 3 

DEATHS 63  42  105 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  : 

(a)  Crude  14.6 

(b)  Corrected  10.9 

Comparability  factor  for  deaths 0.75 
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The  following  table  shows  the  vital  statistics  for  Abergele  during 
the  past  six  years  : — 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Population  

7575 

7327 

7186 

7099 

7160 

7190 

Births  

134 

114 

116 

97 

104 

102 

Live  Birth  Rate 

(corrected)  

17.6 

15.7 

15.5 

15.4 

15.5 

15.6 

Still-births  

3 

2 

6 

2 

0 

1 

Still-birth  rate  

0.4 

0.27 

0.69 

0.28 

0.00 

0.14 

Infant  deaths  

5 

3 

2 

3 

2 

4 

Infant  Mortality  rate  ... 

37.3 

26.2 

17 

29 

20.6 

39 

Deaths  

121 

118 

99 

102 

104 

105 

Death  rate  (corrected) 

15.9 

12.7 

11.2 

11.9 

8.8 

10.9 

Maternal  Mortality  rate 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

9.3 

0.0 

0.0 

For  the  first  time  since  the  war  the  population  of  Abergele  is 
estimated  to  have  increased. 

The  following  table  shows  the  ages  at  which  death  occurred  : — 


0—1  

Male 

...  2 

Female 

2 

Total 

4 

1—  4 

...  — 

— 

— 

5—9  

— 

— 

— 

10—14  

— 

— 

15—24  

— 

— 

— 

25—34  

— 

— 

— 

35 — 44  

...  3 

1 

4 

45—54  

1 

4 

5 

55—64  

...  14 

17 

21 

65  and  over 

. . . . 43 

31 

74 

63 

55 

108* 

*This  total  is  obtained  from  local  sources  and  differs  from  the 
official  number  of  105  provided  from  the  Registrar  General. 

95  of  the  108  deaths  concerned  persons  over  55  years  of  age, 
and  none  concerned  persons  between  1 and  45  years  of  age. 

Of  the  four  infant  deaths,  2 of  the  children  did  not  survive  one 
day  ; a third  lived  7 days.  The  4th,  however,  lived  for  9 months. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  : — 


Male  Female 


Tuberculosis  of  lungs  2 — 

Cancer  : 

(a)  Stomach  2 2 

(b)  Lung 1 1 

(c)  Uterus — 1 

(d)  Other 6 3 

Leukaemia,  etc 1 — 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system  7 9 

Coronary  disease 6 7 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  1 — 

Other  heart  disease 12  7 

Other  circulatory  disease  8 1 

Influenza 1 — 

Pneumonia 2 1 

Bronchitis 2 1 

Other  respiratory  disease  1 — 

Ulcer  of  Stomach 2 — 

Nephritis 2 1 

Other  ill-defined  diseases 4 6 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 1 — 

Other  accidents  2 2 


Total 

2 

4 

2 

1 

9 

1 

16 

13 

1 

19 

9 

1 

3 

3 

1 

2 

3 

10 
1 

4 


Total 63 


42  105 


Deaths  due  to  cancer  and  to  coronary  disease  were  less  in  1955 
than  in  1954,  but  cerebral  haemorrhage  was  more  frequent,  as  were 
deaths  from  “ other  heart  disease.”  Lung  diseases  were  more 


common. 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


IN  THE  AREA 

(a)  BACTERIOLOGICAL  : 

Samples  of  water,  milk,  ice-cream  and  other  foods,  and  sewage, 
as  well  as  swabs,  etc.,  taken  from  persons  suspected  of  harbouring 
infectious  germs,  are  sent  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
me  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  at  Bryn  Hyfryd,  Conway. 
During  the  year  there  was  severe  drought,  and  consequently  diffi- 
culty in  filtration  and  chlorination  at  Glyn  Lws.  The  very  consider- 
able help  given  by  Dr.  Kingsley  Smith  and  his  staff  enabled  us  to 
take  adequate  but  not  excessive  steps  to  a safe  water  supply. 

(b)  PATHOLOGICAL  : 

Doctors  send  to  the  Pathological  Laboratory  at  the  Royal 
Alexandra  Hospital,  Rhyl,  or  at  the  Colwyn  Bay  and  West 
Denbighshire  Hospital,  specimens  that  can  help  in  diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  disease. 

(c)  WATER  : 

Water  is  tested  for  purity  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Conway.  Samples  are  taken  regularly,  as  well  as  when  special 
circumstances  arise,  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector.  The  tests 
reveal  the  presence  or  absence  of  contamination  at  the  point  of 
collection — usually  houses  on  the  various  “ mains.” 

Chemical  tests  to  show  the  purity  of  water  at  the  collecting 
ground  are  made  at  the  Assay  Office,  Chester. 

(d)  MILK  AND  OTHER  FOODS  : 

Samples  of  milk  taken  by  the  Abergele  Public  Health  Inspector 
are  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway.  There  they  are 
tested  for  keeping  quality,  etc.  29  samples  were  sent.  These  were 
taken  at  the  point  of  delivery,  e.g.,  houses,  shops  and  schools. 

The  County  Public  Health  Inspector  takes  samples  of  milk  at 
farms  and  treatment  centres  (pasteurising  plants,  etc.). 
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The  County  Food  and  Drugs  Inspectors  sample  milk  for  adul- 
teration (added  water,  etc.). 

Mr.  Evans,  Chief  Inspector  to  Denbigh  County  Council,  has  given 
me  the  following  report  on  adulteration  of  food  in  Abergele  : — 

Particulars  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  in 
Abergele  Urban  District  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1955 


Not  Genuine,  or 

Article  No.  taken  Genuine  Sub-Standard 

Milk 29  29  — 

Bread  1 1 — 

Jam 1 1 — 

Ice  Cream  3 3 — 

Beer 1 1 — 

Totals 35  35  — 


All  the  samples  were  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be 
genuine  and  free  from  all  prohibited  preservatives  and  colouring 
matter. 

{Signed)  TH03.  H.  EVANS, 

Chief  Inspector,  County  of  Denbigh. 


17  Vicarage  Hill, 

Wrexham. 

No  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  were  reported  to  me 
during  the  year.  I fear  that  cases  occurred  that  were  not  notified, 
because  the  method  of  handling  food  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 
The  new  Clean  Food  Regulations  which  come  into  force  in  1956 
will  enable  us  to  enforce  much  needed  improvements. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES  : 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  provision  of  transport 
for  those  unable,  for  medical  reasons,  to  travel  to  or  from  hospital 
for  treatment.  There  is  still  considerable  abuse.  I still  have  an 
excessive  number  of  visitors  who  become  “ ill  ” on  Fridays  (i.e., 
the  day  before  they  are  due  to  go  home  in  crowded  buses  or  trains). 


9 


A light  ambulance  is  stationed  at  Abergele  and  is  manned  by 
a paid  driver  assisted  by  a vigorous  and  growing  voluntary  Corps. 
Men  who  give  one  or  two  nights  every  week  and  odd  hours  during 
the  day  to  this  service  deserve  the  respect  of  their  fellows.  The 
Abergele  Ambulance  Corps  has  battled  through  difficulties  to 
become  a really  efficient  team. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME  : 

Two  nurses  serve  the  district.  They  are  employed  by  the 
County  Council. 

HOME  HELPS : 

This  service  grows.  Aged  and  infirm  people  who,  without 
help,  would  live  in  squalor  and  misery  or  go  to  a public  institution, 
thereby  leaving  the  homes  to  which  they  are  attached,  are  visited 
as  often  as  is  necessary  and  helped  with  their  household  chores.  In 
other  cases,  when  illness  disables  the  housewife,  help  is  also  given. 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council  but  is  adminis- 
tered through  my  office  at  Colwyn  Bay. 

CLINICS  : 

Clinics  are  provided  by  the  County  Council.  They  are  held 
as  follows  : — 

1.  Child  Welfare  : 

Pentre  Mawr,  Abergele — Thursday,  at  2 p.m. 

Llanddulas,  Beulah  Schoolroom — alternate  Mondays  at  2 
p.m. 

2.  Orthopaedic  : 

Colwyn  Bay  Clinic,  Nant-y-Glyn  Road — alternate  Thurs- 
days at  11  a.m. 

3.  Ophthalmic  : 

As  required.  Appointments  are  made  for  an  Ophthalmic 
Surgeon  to  attend  at  Colwyn  Bay  or  Abergele  Clinics. 

4.  Dental : 

By  appointment  at  Pentre  Mawr,  Abergele. 

5.  Tuberculosis : 

Rhyl  (ordinary  clinic) — Fridays,  9 a.m.  until  noon,  at  the 
Royal  Alexandra  Hospital,  Rhyl. 

Rhyl  (refill  clinic) — Fridays,  at  2 a.m.,  at  the  Royal 
Alexandra  Hospital,  Rhyl. 

Colwyn  Bay — at  the  West  Denbighshire  Hospital,  Hesketh 
Road,  1st  and  3rd  Thursdays  at  2 p.m. 
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DAY  NURSERIES  : 

There  are  no  Day  Nurseries  in  the  area. 

TUBERCULOSIS  : 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  action  against  any  person 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis  and  engaged  in  the  Milk  Trade,  nor  to 
compel  any  person  to  go  into  a Sanatorium. 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  new  cases  notified 
to  me  during  1955  : — 


New  Cases  Deaths 

Age  Periods  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 
M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 


1—  4 

5—  9 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10—14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

; 

— 

15—19 

20—24 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—34 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

35—44 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45—54 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55—64 

65  and 
upwards  . . . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  

5 

4 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

The  following  shows  state  of  Tuberculosis  Register  on  1/1/55 
and  on  81/12/55  : — 


On  Register  1/1/55 


Pulmonary- 

Males  37 

Females 20 

Non-Pulmonary — 

Males  3 

Females 3 

Totals G3 


On  Register  31/12/55 
Pulmonary — 

Males  37 

Females  19 

Non-Pulmonary — 

Males  3 

Females  2 

Totals 61 
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The  work  of  prevention  in  Tuberculosis  is  developing  momen- 
tum. There  is  not  a Chest  Clinic  in  Abergele,  but  one  meets  at  the 
Royal  Alexandra  Hospital,  Rhyl,  and  another  at  the  Colwyn  Bay 
and  West  Denbighshire  Hospital,  Colwyn  Bay.  These  are  attended 
by  Abergele  cases  and  contacts.  The  task  of  tracing  contacts  and 
securing  that  they  are  properly  examined  and  X-rayed  is  done  essen- 
tially by  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor,  but  I also  visit  where 
necessary  after  examining  reports.  The  co-operation  between  Dr. 
Morrison  and  his  staff  and  the  Health  Department  is  pleasant  and 
effective. 

Many  children  (contacts)  have  received  B.C.G.,  but  it  has  not 
yet  been  found  practical  to  embark  on  a comprehensive  scheme  for 
school  children. 

In  February,  1955,  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  the 
Abergele  area  and  a total  number  of  630  persons  were  examined. 
Of  these,  53  were  found  to  be  abnormal,  2 required  further  observa- 
tion, and  51  suffered  from  other  abnormalities  of  the  chest. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  : 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases 
in  Abergele  during  1954.  (There  were  no  deaths  except  the  two 
cases  of  tuberculosis  noted  in  the  previous  table.) 


Cases  Notified 

At  all  ages. 

Under  1 year. 

1 and  under  5. 

5 and  under  15. 

15  and  under  25. 

25  and  under  45. 

45  and  under  65. 

65  and  over. 

Whooping  Cough  

8 

1 

4 

3 

Dy sentry  

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

147 

3 

63 

81 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis  

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary)  

5 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Erysipelas  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

Totals  

165 

4 

69 

87 

2 

— 

3 

— 

WATER  SUPPLY  : 


I am  grateful  to  Mr.  J.  Round,  A.M.I.C.E.,  A.M.I.W.E., 
Engineer  and  Manager  to  the  Rhyl  U.D.C.  Water  Department,  for 
the  following  statement  on  the  water  supply  to  Abergele  (except 
Llanddulas). 

“ The  Rhyl  Water  Undertaking’s  direct  source  of  supply  is  a 
gathering  ground  in  the  Parish  of  Llannefydd.  This  gathering 
ground  has  an  area  of  900  acres  and  an  average  annual  rainfall  of 
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• 

30.5  inches.  The  water  is  stored  in  two  impounding  reservoirs — 

Plas  Uchaf  (storage  capacity  50  million  gallons)  and  Dolwen  (48 
million  gallons).  This  source  is  supplemented,  except  during  very 
wet  periods,  by  pumping  water  from  the  River  Aled  into  Plas 
Uchaf  Reservoir.  In  dry  weather  an  adequate  flow  in  the  River 
Aled  is  maintained  by  releasing  water  from  two  other  impounding 
reservoirs — Llyn  Aled  (375  million  gallons)  and  Aled  Isaf  (270 
million  gallons),  situated  on  the  Denbigh  Moors,  near  Llansannan. 

The  water  is  chlorinated  at  a dosage  of  about  1 part  per  million 
as  it  leaves  Plas  Uchaf  Reservoir,  and  is  treated  at  Glascoed  Filter 
Station  by  pressure  filters  of  the  air  scour  type,  using  sulphate  of 
alumina  as  a coagulant  and  sodium  carbonate  for  p.H.  correction. 

0.5  parts  per  million  of  chlorine  are  added  after  filtration  for  final 
sterilization  of  the  water.” 

The  annual  rainfall  for  1955  on  the  Llannefydd  gathering 
ground  was  26.31  inches  compared  with  an  average  annual  rainfall 
of  30.27  inches.  The  second  half  of  the  year  was  particularly  dry, 
rainfall  being  only  70%  of  normal,  and  at  31st  December,  1955, 
the  Llannefydd  reservoirs  were  only  29%  full. 


Consumption  of  Water  in  Abergele  ( estimated 1)  during  1955 


Total  monthly 
consumption 

Average  daily  consumption 
during  month 

J anuary  

...  10,574,000  gallons 

341,000  gallons 

February  

...  9,831,000  ,, 

351,000  „ 

March  

...  11,117,000  ,, 

359,000  „ 

April  

...  11,429,000  ,, 

381,000  „ 

May 

. ...  12,065,000  ,, 

389,000  ,, 

June  

...  13,146,000  ,, 

438,000  „ 

July  

...  16,033,000  ,, 

517,000  „ 

August 

...  16,107,000  ,, 

520,000  „ 

September 

...  13,175,000  „ 

439,000  ,, 

October 

. ...  12,073,000  ,, 

390,000  ,, 

November 

...  11,366,000  ,, 

379,000  ,, 

December 

...  11,555,000  ,, 

373,000  ,, 

Bacteriological  Tests  of  Treated  Water 

Number  sent  to  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway 92 

Number  returned  as  Class  1 (Satisfactory)  91 

Chemical  Analysis 

The  following  chemical  analysis  was  made  by  the  Counties  Public 
Health  Laboratories,  London  : — 
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Chemical  results  in  parts  per  million 

Appearance Bright  with  a few  mineral  particles. 

Turbidity Less  than  3 

Odour Nil 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 3 

Total  Solids 115 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate 35 

Carbonate 35 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 0.6 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 0.013 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 0.041 

Metals  : 

Iron 0.15 

Manganese 0.05 

Other  Metals ' Absent 

Colour 5 

p.H 7.1 

Electric  Conductivity 170 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 15 

Hardness  : 

Total 50 

Non-carbonate 15 

Nitrite  Nitrogen Less  than  0.01 

Oxygen  absorbed 0.90 

Residual  Chlorine Absent 


This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance, 
neutral  in  reaction  and  free  from  metals  apart  from  minute  traces 
of  iron  and  manganese.  The  water  is  soft  in  character  and  it 
contains  no  excess  of  salinity  or  mineral  constituents  in  solution. 
It  is  free  from  noticeable  colour  and  of  very  satisfactory  organic 
quality. 

From  the  aspect  of  the  chemical  analysis  these  results  are 
indicative  of  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  drinking 
and  domestic  purposes.” 


NEW  WORKS  : 

No  major  works  affecting  the  supply  to  Abergele  were  carried 
out  during  the  year. 

(Signed)  J.  ROUND, 

Engineer  and  Manager. 

The  Llanddulas  area  is  supplied  mainly  from  Glyn  Lws  and  is 
controlled  by  Mr.  Gethin.  The  following  is  a statement  I have 
received  from  him,  for  which  I am  grateful  : — 

1.  Water  level  in  Glyn  Lws  began  to  fall  in  July  and  it  was 
found  necessary  to  obtain  supplies  from  Colwyn  Bay  at  the  Dulas 
Arms  and  Arnold  House.  These  connections  were  made  on  the 
K)th  August. 
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2.  Level  of  reservoir  continued  to  drop  and  due  to  the  dis- 
coloured state  of  the  water,  delivery  to  houses  in  Llanddulas  and 
Rhydyfoel  commenced  on  the  12th  September  at  the  rate  of  two 
buckets  per  household  per  day. 

3.  Level  continued  to  fall  and  eventually  reservoir  ran  empty 
on  12th  October  except  for  intermittent  supply.  Betws-yn-Rhos 
was  cut  off  completely  on  15th  October. 

During  September  and  October  the  following  works  were 
done  : — 

1.  As  the  water  level  continued  to  fall  the  cleaning  out  of  the 
easterly  inlet  stream  was  commenced  together  with  the  general 
levelling  and  cleaning  out  of  the  invert  of  the  easterly  stream. 

2.  A brick  baffle  with  hand  stop  valve  was  constructed  on  the 
down  stream  side  of  the  direct  feed  valve  and  intake.  At  the  same 
time,  flow  gaugings  by  means  of  a V notch  weir  could  be  obtained 
to  meet  the  normal  daily  demand  of  20,000  gallons.  This  figure 
was  never  reached — in  fact  only  once  did  the  gaugings  show  that 
the  flow  was  in  excess  of  7,000  gallons  a day.  Had  sufficient  water 
been  available,  I had  in  mind  to  feed  the  area  from  the  direct  feed, 
thus  giving  the  consumer  a water  of  better  colour. 

3.  The  westerly  inlet  was  then  cleaned  out  and  the  piped  feed 
from  the  westerly  stream  to  the  easterly  stream  opened  up. 

4.  Grit  stops  were  erected  in  both  inlet  streams  with  a view 
to  collecting  much  of  the  detritus  which  washes  down  the  streams 
in  winter. 

5.  Part  of  the  banking  on  the  east  side  of  the  reservoir  was 
repitched. 

6.  When  the  reservoir  ran  empty  the  washout  valve  was 
opened  and  large  quantities  of  mud,  etc.,  brushed  out. 

7.  During  the  progress  of  the  above  works  the  peat  bog  at 
Cilgoban  was  tapped  and  temporary  pumping  plant  put  into  opera- 
tion. Daily  yield  proved  to  be  about  5,000  gallons,  and  this  source 
certainly  prolonged  the  availability  of  supply. 

8.  Steps  were  taken  to  deal  with  the  colour  and  p.H.  value 
of  the  water.  Mr.  Round,  Engineer  Rhyl  Water  Department,  was 
most  helpful  in  this  matter,  giving  me  very  considerable  assistance. 

Since  last  October  the  peat  bog  at  Cilgoban  has  been  cleaned 
out  and  I estimate  that  the  storage  capacity  is  roughly  200,000 
gallons  and  that  the  daily  build  up  from  springs  in  dry  weather  is 
in  the  region  of  5 to  6,000  gallons.  The  Council  now  own  a'  pump 
bought  specifically  to  deal  with  this  reserve,  and  in  future  years 
calls  on  Colwyn  Bay  for  water  should  diminish. 

(Signed)  G.  V.  GETHIN,  A.M.I.Mun.E., 

Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Abergele. 
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TABLE  I 

ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1955 
General  Statistics 

No.  of  complaints  received  and  attended  to  105 

No.  of  inspections  for  detection  of  nuisances 239 

No.  of  re-visits  in  connection  with  nuisances 110 

No.  of  nuisances  abated 72 

No.  of  nuisances  not  abated  but  work  in  hand  27 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  59 
No.  of  Formal  Notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  1 

No.  of  visits  re  Moveable  Dwellings  and  Camping  Sites 147 

No.  of  enquiries  re  Infectious  Diseases 12 

No.  of  visits  to  Slaughterhouse 477 

No.  of  Visits  to  premises  where  food  is  prepared  and  sold  ...  44 

No.  of  visits  to  Ice  Cream  shops 60 

No.  of  samples  taken  of  Ice  Cream 48 

No.  of  visits  re  Milk  Control 47 

No.  of  samples  taken  of  Milk  Supply 29 

No.  of  visits  re  Water  Supply 118 

No.  of  Water  Samples  collected 75 

No.  of  visits  re  Rodent  Control 22 

No.  of  Inspections  of  Factories 18 

No.  of  Miscellaneous  visits 56 

No.  of  Interviews 266 

No.  of  visits  re  Shops  Acts 12 

No.  of  visits  re  Refuse  and  Salvage 89 

TABLE  II 
Sanitary  Defects 

No.  of  defective  or  choked  drains 18 

No.  of  defective  W.C.  accommodation  and  Sanitary  Fittings  5 

No.  of  defects  in  water  supply  fittings 10 

No.  of  defective  pails  or  absence  of  pails ; 2 

No.  of  dilapidated  refuse  bins  or  absence  of  bins 27 

No.  of  defective  roofs  or  chimney  stacks 7 

No.  of  defective  rainwater  fittings 8 

No.  of  damp  conditions  of  houses 4 

No.  of  miscellaneous  nuisances 26 
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The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  required  local 
authorities  to  submit  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern- 
ment their  proposals  to  deal  with  unfit  houses.  From  these  pro- 
posals, which  were  required  by  August,  the  Minister  was  able  to 
obtain  an  overall  picture  of  the  extent  and  distribution  of  the  slum 
problem  and  the  capacity  of  each  local  authority  to  cope  with  the 
local  problem  within  a reasonable  period.  The  Abergele  Council 
proposed  to  clear  and  replace  one  hundred  and  forty  houses  within 
a ten  year  period,  seventy  of  these  within  the  first  five  years. 

From  time  to  time  reminders  have  been  received  from  the 
Ministry,  and  now  quarterly  returns  are  required  to  be  furnished. 
It  is  quite  obviously  the  Government’s  intention  that  local  authori- 
ties should  devote  increased  and  urgent  attention  to  the  problem  of 
slum  clearance.  The  common  concept  of  this  problem  is  that  of 
clearance  area  procedure,  with  the  attendant  construction  of  new 
houses  for  the  purpose  of  re-housing  the  families  to  be  displaced. 
Judged  from  this  narrow  viewpoint,  no  progress  has  been  made 
during  the  year.  In  actual  fact,  however,  much  useful  work  has 
been  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  demolition  and  closing  of 
individually  unfit  houses,  the  occupiers  being  accommodated  in  the 
existing  Council  housing  estates. 

The  problem  of  unfit  houses  also  includes  the  carrying  out  of 
repairs  to  those  houses  which  are  capable  of  a further  spell  of  useful 
life,  and  where  appropriate,  the  encouragement  of  schemes  of  im- 
provement or  conversion  as  envisaged  in  the  Housing  Act,  1949, 
and  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

The  repair  of  older  houses  appears  to  become  more  difficult  year 
by  year.  Costs  of  materials  and  labour  continue  to  increase  while 
the  rentals  remain  fixed  at  a low  figure.  A very  considerable  pro- 
portion of  these  houses  are  now  let  at  uneconomic  rentals.  In  the 
case  of  privately  owned  houses  the  rent  is  not  sufficient  to  allow  for 
reasonable  repairs,  and  in  many  cases  even  the  provision  of  a new 
refuse  bin  appears  to  be  an  unfair  request  to  make  of  an  owner. 
The  provisions  as  to  permitted  rent  increases  contained  in  the  Hous- 
ing Repairs  and  Rents  Act  appear  to  offer  little  effective  solution 
to  this  problem.  As  far  as  is  known,  little  use  has  been  made  of 
these  powers  by  owners  of  houses  in  our  area.  In  one  case  only, 
a Certificate  of  Disrepair,  in  accordance  with  Section  26  of  the  Act, 
was  issued. 

The  scheme  for  the  modernisation  of  old,  though  otherwise 
sound,  houses  with  the  assistance  of  grants  has  proved  more  attrac- 
tive to  the  owner-occupiers  than  to  the  owners  of  tenanted  houses. 
During  the  year  two  such  schemes  were  completed  and  several  more 
schemes  were  under  consideration.  At  first  sight  it  appears  that 
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the  scheme  might  eventually  prove  a heavy  burden  on  the  rates, 
but  this  is  not  the  case.  Improvement  works  to  the  value  of 
£40,000  may  be  sanctioned  before  the  loan  charges  on  the  Coun- 
cil’s share  represents  the  equivalent  of  one  penny  on  the  rates.  Two 
houses  were  acquired  by  the  Council.  In  one  case  a small  flat 
was  made  by  using  the  bedrooms  only  of  the  house,  while  in  the 
second  it  is  proposed  to  carry  out  an  improvement  scheme. 

Throughout  the  year  it  was  noticeable  that  to  an  increasing 
degree  the  Council’s  Housing  Selection  Sub-Committee  took  advice 
from  the  Health  Department  Officers  when  selecting  tenants  for 
Council  Houses.  In  a number  of  cases  families  were  taken  from 
unfit  houses  and  steps  were  then  taken  to  secure  that  these  houses 
were  not  re-let. 

Over  a period  of  months,  consideration  was  given  by  the  Coun- 
cil to  the  adoption  of  a “ Points  Scheme.”  Finally  such  a scheme 
was  adopted.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  I undertook  the 
task  of  visiting  the  homes  of  all  the  applicants  and  of  fixing  the 
points  in  accordance  with  the  system  which  had  been  approved  by 
the  Council.  The  findings  of  this  investigation  are  worthy  of  some 
reference.  Two  hundred  and  two  cases  were  dealt  with.  Twenty- 
nine  applicants  had,  since  making  application,  withdrawn,  re- 
moved or  obtained  other  accommodation.  No  less  than  forty  cases 
were  found  where  the  unit  to  be  housed  consisted  of  one  or  two 
persons  only.  The  remaining  one  hundred  and  thirty  three  cases 
were  suitable  for  consideration  for  the  normal  sized  council  house. 
It  is  also  known  that  about  twenty  Council  houses  are  occupied  by 
one  person  only. 

It  will  be  readily  appreciated  that  there  is  need  for  more  of 
the  one  or  two  bedroomed  types  of  dwellings  than  it  has  hitherto 
been  considered  advisable  to  build. 

The  Council  should  now  decide  whether  such  small  type  dwell- 
ings are  to  form  a part  of  the  Maes  Canol  scheme  or  whether  addi- 
tional land  should  be  acquired  for  that  purpose.  When  considering 
future  house  building  projects,  the  requirements  of  the  families  to 
be  re-housed  from  Clearance  Areas  must  also  be  included.  Compul- 
sory purchase  and  re-development  for  housing  purposes  might  well 
be  the  solution  in  one  of  the  proposed  areas. 

The  Housing  problem,  locally  and  no  doubt  nationally,  is  a 
human  problem  and  one  which  cannot  quickly  be  solved,  but  there 
must  not  be  any  complacency  in  our  attitude  to  this  subject  as  good 
housing  conditions  are  essential  to  the  health  and  well-being  of  the 
community. 
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TABLE  III 

Housing  Statistics 

1.  Inspection  of  dwellings  during  the  year. 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwellings  inspected  for  Housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  ...  75 

(b)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 18 

(c)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of  that 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found 

not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  57 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  Informal  Action 45 

3.  Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year. 

Number  of  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Formal  Notices 

under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  were  served  . . . Nil 

4.  Demolition  as  a result  of  informal  action. 

Number  of  individually  unfit  houses  demolished  by  the 

owners 4 

5.  Number  of  premises  demolished  as  a result  of  formal 

action  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  1 

6.  Number  of  houses  closed  as  a result  of  formal  action 

under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and 
Section  10  of  the  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  1953  5 

7.  Number  of  houses  closed  as  a result  of  informal  action  5 

8.  Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  under  Section 

26  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954  1 

9.  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Improvements 

Grants  were  made  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  and 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954  2 
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During  the  year  only  one  new  site  was  licensed  for  caravans, 
this  being  the  first  new  site  to  be  licensed  since  1951. 

There  are  now,  therefore,  forty-nine  licensed  camping  sites 
in  the  urban  area,  covering  a total  of  approximately  two  hundred 
and  fifty  acres  and  accommodating  not  less  than  six  thousand  move- 
able  dwellings. 

During  the  few  weeks  peak  of  the  holiday  season  many  more 
fields  in  the  Towyn  area  are  brought  into  temporary  use  for  camp- 
ing purposes  by  organised  parties  and  by  persons  using  tents  and 
caravans. 

The  result  of  this  extremely  heavy  influx  of  holiday  makers 
imposes  an  almost  impossible  demand  on  the  essential  services 
which  the  Council  is  expected  to  provide. 

The  fact  that  only  one  new  site  has  been  licensed  in  the  last 
four  years  would  suggest  the  achievement  of  adequate  control. 
Primarily  such  control  is  exercised  by  the  Denbighshire  County 
Council,  as  local  planning  authority,  with  whom  the  closest  con- 
tact is  maintained  and  from  whom  the  maximum  practicable  co- 
operation is  forthcoming.  A number  of  applications  for  planning 
consent  were  made  during  the  year  and  several  appeals  were  heard. 

In  one  case  the  result  of  this  appeal  was  not  made  known  until 
after  a lapse  of  eight  months.  During  this  interim  period,  the 
unauthorised  use  of  the  site  was  continued.  In  another  case  the 
delay  in  announcing  the  result  of  the  appeal  was  even  greater.  It 
would  be  of  considerable  assistance  to  all  parties  if  this  waiting 
period  could  be  shortened. 

The  majority  of  the  proprietors  of  the  licensed  camping  sites 
are  members  of  an  Association.  The  presence  of  such  a body  is 
welcomed  by  the  Council  as  one  of  its  objects  is  the  maintenance 
of  a good  standard  in  the  conduct  of  the  caravan  sites.  Discus- 
sions between  the  Council  and  the  Association  help  each  to  appreci- 
ate the  other’s  difficulties.  There  is  much  evidence  to  be  seen  of 
an  improvement  in  the  types  of  caravans  on  the  sites.  The  old 
discarded  “ bus-bodies  ” and  other  obsolete  types  are  steadily  dis- 
appearing. The  camp  site  proprietors  are  particularly  co-operative 
in  restricting  the  use  of  the  sites  to  the  summer  holiday  season. 
There  is  no  appreciable  problem  arising  from  the  use  of  caravans 
as  permanent  homes,  although  of  course  there  are  a number  of 
such  cases  where  conditions  are  unsatisfactory. 

One  of  the  most  difficult  problems  connected  with  moveable 
dwellings  is  the  use  of  back  gardens  for  the  accommodation  of 
caravans  and  “ chalets.”  Such  use  is  almost  invariably  un- 
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authorised.  The  practice  is  widespread  in  Towyn  and  Kinmel  Bay, 
and  it  appears  to  be  on  the  increase.  The  conditions  vary  consider- 
ably ; buildings  which  were  originally  poultry  huts,  garages  or 
storage  sheds  are  brought  into  use  for  summer  habitation.  In  much 
of  the  area  concerned,  the  back  gardens  extend  to  perhaps  an  acre 
in  extent  and  there  are  some  very  high  hedges.  From  an  adminis- 
trative point  of  view  the  problem  is  more  than  difficult  and  the  legal 
powers  of  control  lack  clarity  and  effectiveness. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

As  the  constructional  work  on  the  Sewerage  Scheme  for  Towyn 
and  Kinmel  Bay  proceeds,  the  Council’s  attention  has  been  given 
to  the  vital  matter  of  property  connections.  The  present  cost  of 
this  scheme  is  approximately  £300,000,.  It  is  obviously  most 
desirable  that  the  maximum  possible  benefit  should  be  derived  from 
the  Scheme  both  for  public  health  and  economic  reasons.  Both 
the  private  owner  and  the  Council  have  legal  rights,  and  limita- 
tions, with  regard  to  sewer  connections,  but  the  Council  look  for- 
ward to  the  utmost  co-operation  from  the  owners  of  properties 
which  can  be  served  by  the  sewers.  Many  owners  are  most  anxious 
to  connect  at  the  earliest  possible  date,  and  find  this  present  period 
of  waiting  to  be  tedious  and  frustrating. 

At  the  present  time  the  condition  of  ditches  in  this  area  is 
extremely  bad.  They  suffer  from  gross  pollution  and  from  choking, 
due  to  obstruction  by  natural  growth  and  misuse.  The  creation 
of  a flow  in  the  ditch  would,  in  many  cases,  merely  transfer  the 
nuisance  from  sewage  effluent  from  the  point  of  origin  to  a point 
downstream,  in  some  cases  opposite  to  somebody  else’s  front  door. 
Under  such  circumstances  the  position  of  the  Public  Health  Officer 
is  most  unenviable. 

It  is  most  desirable  that  the  Council’s  efforts  to  sewer  the  area 
between  Belgrano  and  Towyn  should  be  pursued  until  a successful 
conclusion  is  reached.  There  is  considerable  camping  develop- 
ment in  this  area  and  sewerage  facilities  should  be  provided. 

The  effect  of  these  major  Schemes  on  the  local  rates  is  a factor 
which  is  inclined  to  re-act  unfavourably  when  the  just  needs  of  the 
other  parts  of  the  urban  area  are  under  consideration. 

Once  again  a Scheme  for  the  village  of  St.  George  has  had  to  be 
left  in  abeyance,  although  it  gives  some  satisfaction  to  record  that 
the  Education  Authority  are  proceeding  with  a Scheme  for  the 
village  school. 

Rhydyfoel  presents  a difficult  problem.  The  majority  of 
houses  have  pail  closets  which  are  emptied  weekly  by  the  employees 
in  the  Council’s  Refuse  Service. 
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The  Council’s  Housing  Scheme  at  Maes  Canol  is  still  being 
delayed  because  of  the  inadequacies  of  the  Abergele  and  Pensarn 
Sewerage  System.  The  Council  is,  of  course,  taking  every  practic- 
able step  in  the  matter,  but  the  delay  in  house  construction  is  very 
disappointing  to  the  many  applicants  for  houses. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

It  is  most  desirable  that  adequate  public  convenience  facilities 
should  be  provided  at  all  places  frequented  by  the  public  in  con- 
siderable numbers.  The  difficulty  in  a holiday  resort  is,  of  course, 
that  created  by  the  very  heavy  seasonal  increase  in  population.  At 
peak  periods  the  most  generous  provision  may  prove  to  be  in- 
adequate. These  facilities  suffer  considerably  from  careless  use  or 
misuse,  and  to  ensure  their  satisfactory  condition  at  all  times  is  by 
no  means  an  easy  task. 

It  appears  that  an  increasing  number  of  holiday  makers  are 
arriving  by  road  in  the  town  centre  and  it  is  therefore  appropriate 
to  consider  the  provision  of  conveniences  near  the  point  of  arrival 
and  near  to  the  car  park. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  condition  of  the  district  with  regard  to  infestation  by  rats 
and  mice  is  considered  to  be  satisfactory.  It  is  possible  to  maintain 
this  condition  only  by  constant  inspection  and  prompt  treatment 
where  infestation  is  found. 

The  Council  share  with  the  Aled  Rural  District  Council  in  the 
services  of  a full-time  rodent  operator  who  is  energetic  and  con- 
scientious in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  The  Council’s  own  pro- 
perties, including  the  refuse  tip  and  the  sewers,  are  given  all  neces- 
sary attention  and  treatment. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

As  would  be  expected,  there  is  no  industrial  smoke  pollution 
problem  in  our  area.  No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 

FACTORIES 

Reference  to  the  Statutory  return  under  the  Factories  Act  will 
show  that  the  total  of  thirty-five  registered  premises  remains  the 
same  as  it  was  in  1954. 

Routine  visits  made  during  the  year  revealed  no  offence  justi- 
fying proceedings  against  occupiers. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  Respect  of  the  Year  1955  for  the 
IJrhan  District  of  Abergele  in  the  County  of  Denbigh. 
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Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions 
they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  " cases 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act.  Outwork. 

(Sections  110  and  111) 

No  person  was  on  the  Register  of  Outworkers. 
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SHOPS  ACTS  ADMINISTRATION 


Once  again  the  Council  received  a deputation  representing  the 
retailers  of  fried  fish  and  chips  to  discuss  their  request  to  the  Council 
for  an  Order  to  be  made  under  Section  57  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950, 
to  permit  the  Sunday  retailing  of  fried  fish  and  chips.  The  Council 
decided  to  refuse  this  request. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

Meat  inspection  duties  at  the  Slaughterhouse  have  again  called 
for  the  devotion  of  much  time  and  care  during  the  year.  A total  of 
thirteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-five  animals  were  slaugh- 
tered and  inspected,  the  details  of  which  are  shown  in  the  table 
which  follows.  The  small  weight  of  material  condemned  is  an  indica- 
tion of  the  quality  and  healthy  condition  of  the  animals. 

The  routine  methods  of  inspection,  and  the  recommendations 
as  to  judgment  in  cases  where  disease  is  found,  are  contained  in  a 
Ministry  Memorandum.  While  the  Memorandum  is  invariably 
acted  upon  by  meat  inspectors,  it  has  no  legal  backing,  and  con- 
siderable responsibility  rests  on  the  inspector.  On  no  occasion, 
however,  was  it  necessary  to  use  the  powers  of  seizure  contained  in 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  at  all  times  the  ready  assistance  and 
co-operation  of  the  slaughtermen  was  forthcoming. 

The  Order  made  in  1954  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  which 
declared  the  coastal  strip  of  North  Wales  to  be  a “ Specified  Area  ” 
in  which  " Specially  Designated  ” milk  only  could  be  sold,  had 
the  effect  of  reducing  the  number  of  milk  supplies. 

Twenty-nine  samples  of  milk  were  collected,  made  up  as  fol- 
lows ; pasteurised,  nineteen  ; sterilized,  three  ; and  tuberculin 
tested,  seven.  All  the  samples  satisfied  the  prescribed  bacterio- 
logical standards. 

Frequent  sampling  of  ice  cream  was  carried  out  during  the 
summer  season,  and  in  all  forty-eight  samples  were  collected.  The 
bacteriological  grading  of  these  samples  was  as  follows  : — 

Grade  1 27  samples. 

Grade  2 8 samples. 

Grade  3 6 samples. 

Grade  4 7 samples. 

The  fact  that  thirteen  samples  fell  into  Grades  3 and  4 shows 
that  there  is  room  for  improvement  and  need  for  constant  super- 
vision. The  majority  of  these  samples  were  of  “ unwrapped  ice 
cream,”  which  is,  of  course,  more  liable  to  contamination. 

A constant  check  is  made  on  the  purity  of  the  water  supplies, 
and  a total  of  seventy-five  samples  were  collected.  The  five  samples 
of  the  Rhyl  U.D.C.  supply  were  all  found  to  be  “ Class  1 — Highly 
satisfactory.” 


•2.3 


During  the  summer  a period  of  drought  was  experienced.  For 
a short  period  the  pressure  of  water  reaching  the  treatment  works  at 
Glyn  Lws  fell  below  that  required  for  its  efficient  operation  and 
only  an  intermittent  supply  could  be  obtained  from  distribution 
pipes.  During  this  period  it  was  found  impracticable  to  maintain 
a sufficiently  high  standard  of  purity.  At  all  other  periods  the 
samples  attained  the  maximum  degree  of  bacteriological  purity. 

CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  and 

Cows  Cows  Calves  Lambs  Pigs  Horses 


Number  killed  988 

Number  inspected  988 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   — 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   250 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysti- 
cerci   25% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   — 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   53 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  5-4% 

Cysticercosis. 


Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   3 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigera- 
tion   3 


Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 


42 


42 


1 

17 


19% 


252 

9797 

2506 

252 

9797 

2506 

2 15  1 

23  30 


/O 


0.4% 


i 9°/ 

/o 


79 


- 3.1% 
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DETAILS  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED  AT  THE  ABATTOIR 


BEEF  : 

(a)  Complete  Carcases  : 

lbs. 

1 Cow — Generalised  Tuberculosis  440 

1 Cow — Other  Diseases 280 

(b)  Part  Carcase  and  Organs  : 

7 Cows — Localised  Tuberculosis 156 

17  Cows — Other  Diseases 204 

53  Oxen — Localised  Tuberculosis  1878 

250  Oxen — Other  Diseases  8309 


PORK  : 

(a)  Complete  Carcases  : 

1 Pig — Non-Tubercular  Disease 

(b)  Part  Carcase  and  Organs  : 

79  Parts — Localised  Tuberculosis 
30  Parts — Other  Diseases 


lbs. 

110 


885 


177 


VEAL  : 

2  Complete  Calf  Carcases — Non-Tubercular 


Disease 89 

MUTTON  AND  LAMB  : 

15  Complete  Sheep  Carcases 588 

33  Part  Carcases  and  Organs  55 


(All  non-tubercular  conditions) 


Total  Weight  Condemned 


3  tons,  12  cwts.,  3 qrs.,  23  lbs. 


OTHER  FOOD  CONDEMNED 


Canned  Fish 

Canned  Fruit 

Canned  Vegetables 

Canned  Milk 

Canned  Meat 

Canned  Soup 

Bacon 

Fish  Cakes 

Margarine 

Cheese 

Frozen  Beef  

Beef 

Mutton 

Shell  Fish  

Sausage  

Fresh  Fruit 


lbs. 

2 

164 

270 

312 

614 

89 

13 

15 

48 

5 

40 

311 

30 

20 

12 

94 


Total  Weight  Condemned  ...  18  cwts.,  23  lbs. 


REFUSE  AND  SALVAGE 


The  task  of  refuse  collection  is  a continuous  one,  and  any 
interruption  to  the  normal  schedule  is  both  quickly  noticed  by  the 
public  and  imposes  a heavier  task  on  the  men  until  the  position 
becomes  normal  again. 

As  new  building  takes  place,  so  the  task  of  collection  increases. 
Under  normal  conditions  a weekly  collection  of  refuse  and  salvage 
is  made  in  all  but  a few  isolated  areas.  About  seventy  pail  closets 
are  emptied  weekly.  During  the  holiday  season  a more  frequent 
service,  wherever  possible,  is  given  to  shops  and  camping  sites. 

Eight  men  are  engaged  in  the  service,  using  two  “ Karrier  ” 
ten  cubic  yard  capacity  collection  vehicles.  During  the  holiday 
season  a third  collection  vehicle  is  brought  into  use  but  no  extra 
men  are  engaged. 

A most  important  link  in  the  storage  and  collection  of  refuse 
is  a strongly  constructed  standard  sized  bin,  properly  used  by  the 
house-holder.  Dry  refuse  only  should  be  put  in  the  bin.  Not  only 
does  this  lengthen  the  life  of  this  essential  article,  which  is  expensive 
to  replace,  but  it  also  facilitates  the  emptying  of  the  bin,  as  the 
contents  then  fall  readily  into  the  collection  vehicle.  Paper  and 
cardboard  which  is  fit  for  salvage  should  not  be  placed  in  the  bin. 
The  co-operation  of  the  public  in  this  matter  is  to  the  benefit  of  all. 

The  collection  of  refuse  from  the  Camping  sites  is  a very  diffi- 
cult and  arduous  task.  The  constantly  changing  population  on 
the  camps  presents  the  camp  site  proprietors  with  a situation  where 
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supervision  and  co-operation  is  far  from  easy.  In  turn  the  co- 
operation received  by  the  Department  is  variable.  Under  exist- 
ing conditions  the  best  practicable  collection  service  is  given. 

The  salvage  return  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1956,  is  as 
follows  > — 


Type  Weight  Value 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  £ s d 

Mixed  Paper 103  2 2 ...  888  13  6 

Metals  11  3 0 ...  46  2 1 

Rags  2 19  3 ...  44  10  10 


Total  117  5 1 ...  979  6 5 


The  total  value  of  £979  shows  an  increase  of  £136  over  the 
total  of  £843  for  the  previous  year.  This  income  is  off-set  against 
the  total  cost  of  the  service.  While  recording  appreciation  of  the 
co-operation  of  the  public,  I am  convinced  that  this  substantial 
figure  could  be  increased. 

The  refuse  disposal  point  is  sited  near  to  Beach  House,  Llan- 
ddulas.  Over  the  past  few  years  a considerable  area  of  land 
adjoining  the  beach  has  been  built  up.  The  disposal  work  has  been 
carried  out  manually.  Apart  from  the  refuse  brought  by  our  own 
vehicles,  large  quantities  of  other  discarded  materials  are  taken  to 
the  tip.  Building  debris,  surplus  earth  from  site  works,  tree  trunks 
and  trade  refuse  all  form  part  of  the  day’s  deliveries,  and  as  the 
site  is  open,  such  “ outside  deliveries  ” take  place  at  all  hours. 
Under  these  circumstances,  and  with  the  limitations  imposed  by  the 
lack  of  mechanical  aids,  it  is  impracticable  to  achieve  the  standard 
of  tipping  that  one  would  desire.  The  future  life  of  the  site  for  the 
purpose  of  refuse  disposal  is  very  limited,  unless  mechanical  aids 
are  employed.  It  may  be  more  economical  to  consider  the  pur- 
chase of  machinery  than  to  acquire — if  possible — another  tipping 
site.  In  any  case,  machinery  will  be  necessary  if  the  considerable 
area  of  land,  created  by  tipping,  is  to  be  made  suitable  for  beneficial 
use. 


On  the  23rd  July  a superficial  fire  broke  out,  and  only  by 
prompt  and  determined  action  by  the  Fire  Service  was  control 
established. 

The  refuse  and  salvage  service  is  a most  important  part  of  the 
essential  services  provided  by  the  Council.  The  work  carried  out 
by  the  employees  is  far  from  enviable.  The  Council  has  recorded 
its  appreciation  of  the  manner  in  which  this  work  has  been  carried 
out,  and  I would  like  to  record  my  confidence  in  the  reliability 
and  influence  of  the  foreman. 


